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A new year — 

a new struggle 


We, the people, 
have reason to 
hope, because the 
new year offers us 
an opportunity to 
take our struggle 
for life and liberty 
to a higher level. 
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A Tent City erected by the homeless in Philadelphia several years ago to call attention to their plight. 
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Heat costs 
hit the roof! 


Nationalize the energy industry 

An elderly woman, Mary Calcagno, and her son, 

Charles Gaudin, were found frozen, wrapped in blankets, 
in their home in Chicago in mid-December. 


Their home had no heat. This is only 
one of the many outrageous and unnec¬ 
essary human tragedies that will unfold 
this winter because of the greed of the 
energy corporations. The price of natur¬ 
al gas is up 40 to 50 percent. Millions of 
Americans are going without meals and 
medicine to pay heat bills, turning their 
thermostats down to dangerous levels, 
and many will die. And what about the 
homeless, who are freezing to death in 
the streets? 

Is this the America we want? Where 
the big corporations and energy specu¬ 
lators can make billions more in profit 
by raising prices simply because they 
want more wealth? They try to justify 
their actions by saying there are “ener¬ 
gy shortages.” But everyone knows 
there are no shortages. And, things can 
only worsen, given the massive consol¬ 
idation of the energy industry that will 
further drive prices up. The situation is 
inhuman and morally wrong. What can 
we do? 

NATIONALIZE THE ENERGY. 

Under capitalism, the earth’s energy 


is private property. These vital re¬ 
sources must become public property. 
The energy industry should be taken 
over by the government and run in the 
interests of the nation, like the U.S. mail 
service. 

With technology eliminating so 
many jobs today, people cannot afford 
to buy the necessities. We can’t count 
on the government to help because it 
and the corporations are one and the 
same. Politicians may talk about “tax¬ 
ing the energy corporations,” but that is 
not a solution. We have to take the en¬ 
ergy out of private hands and make the 
government responsible. 

Our first step is to bring the demand 
for nationalization of the energy into 
our community organizations. The ris¬ 
ing cost of energy is affecting millions 
of people, and people are demanding 
change. Campaigns like this are part of 
building a powerful movement for a 
new cooperative society based on the 
interests of the majority, not the profits 
of the few. Nationalize energy. 



Mock coffins lined up at a recent anti-war protest. 
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Getting 
Americans 
mired 
in debt: 
Capitalist 
con game 



In the unemployment lines in Michigan, years ago. Today, layoffs in Michigan and elsewhere are making 
thousands more unemployed, and workers are demanding that their needs be met. photo/daymonjhartley.com 


COVER STORY 


A new year — 
a new struggle 


The coming of the new year is tra¬ 
ditionally a time for optimism, for 
hope, for looking forward. Certainly 
the richest Americans have something 
to celebrate. Most of the rest of us, es¬ 
pecially the poorest among us, are 
facing a bleaker future. Still, we, the 
people, have reason to hope, because 
the new year offers us an opportunity 
to take our struggle for life and liberty 
to a higher level. 

We should first take stock of our sit¬ 
uation. The rich and the big corpora¬ 
tions had happy holidays, with their 
profits soaring. The rest of us had a 
Christmas marked by high gasoline 
prices and having to choose between 
heating the house and eating - if we 
even had a house to live in. Almost 
every day a new round of layoffs has 
been announced, along with wage, 
pension and benefit cuts for those still 
working. We saw the government 


abandon those devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina, and then propose more cuts in 
the social safety net to pay for the post¬ 
hurricane reconstruction - a “recon¬ 
struction” that will line the pockets of 
the wealthy and further isolate the 
poor. On top of it all, the government 
wastes a billion dollars a week — and 
squanders Arab and American lives — 
waging a war not in our interests. 

This is happening in part because in 
the electronic age of robots and com¬ 
puters, our labor is no longer needed. 
But in the end, it is mainly happening 
because we, the people, allow it to go 
on. And it will continue as long as we 
let it. 

The big corporations that own and 
control the economy do not simply 
control the government - they are the 
government. They control the politi¬ 
cal power necessary to dictate how 
our society is organized. Having polit¬ 


ical power means being able to decide 
how things are going to be done and 
who is going to get what. It means be¬ 
ing able to determine the outcome. 
Without political power, the people 
cannot control anything. With politi¬ 
cal power, we can guarantee that no 
one is homeless or hungry, that no 
child is uneducated, that no one goes 
without health care. The resources 
and the technology are there to guar¬ 
antee all this. Now we, the people, 
need the power to guarantee it. 

How do we stay on track in our 
fight for power? By using the needs of 
the poor as our starting point. If we 
start by asking ourselves, what must 
be done to end poverty once and for 
all, this will keep us on course. 

Let us dedicate ourselves in this 
new year to educating and organizing 
ourselves to prepare for the struggle 
for power that lies ahead. 


Americans are getting 
blamed for going into 
debt by the same people 
that are profiting by 
putting them there. 

The country’s up to its eyeballs in 
debt, and guess who’s getting blamed? 
Are you looking in the mirror? Com¬ 
mon, everyday America is being target¬ 
ed by the media for supposedly not 
saving enough and, instead, going on a 
holiday “spending spree” in the malls of 
Christmas past. 

Truth is: plant closings and the big 
downdraft on wages have left a lot of 
folks living off their credit cards and 
taking every last penny out of their 
house in home-equity loans. And that 
has become big business for the banks. 

If the above doesn’t describe you, 
maybe a credit card is just a conve¬ 
nience, and your mortgage payment has 
dropped along with the mortgage rates. 
But many of even the thriftiest families 
fear they are just a crisis away — 
a major illness, a lost job, a divorce — 
from the slippery slope that leads to 
bankruptcy. 

Bankruptcy expert Elizabeth Warren 
calls it the “debt trap.” In her book, 
“The Two-Income Trap: Why Middle- 
Class Parents Are Going Broke,” War¬ 
ren debunks the myths being used to 
blame the victims. 

“The Over-Consumption Myth” — 
Rather than shopping till they drop, 
today’s average family spends 21 per¬ 
cent less than in the 1970s — even 
though both husband and wife must 
work to do so. 

“The Myth of the Immoral Debtor” - 
Some 90 percent of those going into 
bankruptcy in recent years have been 
solid, middle-class citizens. Rather than 
“taking advantage” of the bankruptcy 
laws, they are 250 percent more likely 
to get laid off today than in the ‘70s and 
49 percent more likely to be without 
health insurance. They are forced into 
bankruptcy. 

So why are people going deeper and 
deeper into debt? “They are trying to 
buy their way out” of the debt trap, says 
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The spirituality of 


BY DEBORAH BASSETT 


The Conference on Spiritual Activism 
took place in Berkeley, California, from 
July 20-23, 2005. Sponsored by the 
Tikkun Community, an interfaith move¬ 
ment geared to heal and transform the 
world through political and spiritual 
alignment, and the Peace and Conflict 
Studies Program at the University of 
Berkeley, the pioneer event drew over 
1,200 globally conscious attendees. The 
convention offered a broad range of top¬ 
ics to the highly evolved network of 
“spiritual progressives,” featuring guest 
speakers from around the world, includ¬ 
ing academics, artists, healers, musi¬ 
cians, and visionaries from a multitude 
of religious faiths and backgrounds. 

The conference commenced with an 
opening prayer and visualization fol¬ 
lowed by Director of the Institute for 
Spirituality and Politics at New College 
of California Peter Gabel’s presenta¬ 
tion, “Politics of Meaning and How it 
Differs from Traditional Liberal Poli¬ 
tics.” Pointing to social disconnection 
as the greatest source of spiritual suffer¬ 
ing in America, Gabel suggested that 
the media’s role in the “dehumaniza¬ 
tion” process plays a critical part in the 
widespread disillusion plaguing today’s 
society. He gave the example of the 
lack of emotion and the neutral persona 
of the newscaster as a tactic to keep the 
observer “at bay,” therefore creating a 
social separation that hinders the viewer 
from being “fully present.” This phe¬ 
nomenon, he continued, ultimately 
leads to a collective shift toward mass 
paranoia as the viewer eventually be¬ 


comes desensitized and in many cases 
may begin to perceive the “other” as a 
threat and not as a source of completion 
and salvation. “How can we possibly 
accept one’s divinity when we com¬ 
pletely reject their basic humanity?” he 
asked, clearly setting the underlying 
focus for the following three days of 
discourse. 

In the afternoons, smaller workshops 
met to address key issues with a panel of 
experts on a given subject. Nuclear dis¬ 
armament, sustainable development, re¬ 
ligious fundamentalism, and the crisis in 
the Middle East were at the forefront of 
discussion throughout the conference. 

World-renowned musician and ex¬ 
pert on the crisis in the Middle East, 
Mark Levine, reminded one workgroup 
that a militant, yet non-violent, peace 
movement is indeed possible. He point¬ 
ed to the life works of Dr. Martin 
Luther King and the beloved Mahatma 
Gandhi, whose grandson was in atten¬ 
dance, as leading examples that peace 
through non-violence is not only possi¬ 
ble, but may be the only solution. 
Levine was also keen to suggest that the 
focus of the peace movement should 
not be solely to end one war. Rather it 
should challenge the entire system of 
domination that exists in the world. 
How to do so? “Piss off a lot of people 
with love,” he told a roomful of recep¬ 
tive attendees. 

The final address of the opening 
evening, indeed one of the highlights of 
the conference, was delivered by Rab¬ 
bi Michael Lerner to a standing-room- 
only lecture hall full of open-minded 
and invigorated participants. Co¬ 


politics 

founder of Tikkun Magazine, Lerner 
spoke about the “real potential” of 
building a progressive spiritual move¬ 
ment to transform American society by 
replacing the current fear-based politi¬ 
cal agenda. He suggested that instead 
of adhering to tactics that aim to create 
fear and thus simultaneously create re¬ 
action, citizens need to insist upon a 
system that chooses compassion, car¬ 
ing, and understanding as vehicles of 
transformation, with particular regard 
for foreign policy. 

The inaugural evening ended with the 
inspired songs of devoted spiritual ac¬ 
tivist and musician Shimshai, who in a 
Marx meets Marley manner, fittingly 
conveyed the message; “to the workers 
of lust, greed, and power, remember 
Babylon walls could fall in one hour.” 

The next conference on spiritual ac¬ 
tivism will be held in May 2006 in 
Washington D.C. The event will wit¬ 
ness the launch of the new spiritual pol¬ 
itics agenda directed at both politicians 
and the media and will also coincide 
with the launch of Rabbi Lerner’s Spir¬ 
itual Covenant for America. 

Please contact http://www.tikkun.org 
for further information. Regarding 
Shimshai, including his performance at 
this year’s World Social Forum in 
Caracas, Venezuela, please visit 
www.shimshai.com. Together we can 
make a difference. 

Deborah Bassett is a graduate of the 
department of Sociology and Anthro¬ 
pology at Concordia University in Mon¬ 
treal , Canada. She currently writes for 
various political, spiritual, and travel 
magazines. 


The meaning 
of Christmas 

BY CARVELL HOLLOWAY 

Editor's note: The author origi¬ 
nally wrote this piece in December 
2003. 

For the past five years, I have 
contracted the brass ensemble of 
musicians who augment the choir 
at the First United Methodist 
Church in Inglewood, California. 
The church has primarily an 
African-American congregation, 
but also has many Tongan mem¬ 
bers. Never have I been as sur¬ 
prised and moved as today’s 
experience in that church, which is 
certainly not known for its politics. 

I took notice during the sermon 
when the pastor mentioned we 
would be taking up an extra collec¬ 
tion at the end of the service, espe¬ 
cially since he acknowledged we 
would be doing this by faith (he 
would not tell us what it was for). 

Usually, just before benediction 
the pastor calls to the congregation, 
“How is it with your soul?” to cue 
the band to start the song “It Is 
Well With My Soul.” Today, after 
having the congregation fill the 
collection plates on faith, the pas¬ 
tor asked the congregation “Last 
night when it rained, where were 
you?” 

“I was at home.” 

“I was in bed.” 

“I was with my family.” 

The pastor then told the con¬ 
gregation that one of “us” who has 
been attending the church for the 
past six months had spent the rainy 
night, and every night the last six 
months, out in the rain and cold 
with no home. 

“I don’t need to go any further 
with this story,” he concluded, cry¬ 
ing visibly. “Now, how is it with 
your soul?” he asked. Normally, 
the response would be that it is 
well and the song of the same name 
would begin. But this first Sunday 
of the Christmas season no one 
could reply. There wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house. The band and I duti¬ 
fully started the song, only to stop 
when it became unbearable. 

The pastor concluded before 
benediction, “It cannot be well 
with your soul when one of us is 
hurting.” 
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Katrina survivors on the march 


‘Tonight our voices count!’ 



BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS 
TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 


First the government ignored Gulf 
Coast residents as they begged for 
help, and drowned. Then it ignored 
thousands of survivors who needed 
emergency aid. Now it’s ignoring the 
right of displaced survivors of Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina to a say in how their 
communities should be rebuilt. 

People are realizing that only by 
speaking out together will they be 
heard. On December 8 and 9, several 
hundred met in Jackson, Mississippi, 
to form a Survivors Assembly. 
“Tonight our voices count!” declared 
one survivor, as she told of almost 
losing her children and mother in the 
flood. The hall rocked with the 
cheers of survivors who had returned 
from other parts of the Gulf Coast, 
from Texas, Alabama and North Car¬ 


olina, and as far away as New York and 
Detroit. 

On December 10 the Assembly and 
hundreds of supporters marched to New 
Orleans’ City Hall to present a People’s 
Declaration demanding that the govern¬ 
ment act to ensure “our immediate re¬ 
turn.” The Declaration makes every 
level of government accountable. It 
calls on the city administration to put 
survivors into vacant apartments, hotel 
rooms, projects and trailers. It demands 
an end to all evictions and price goug¬ 
ing, and a limit on rents. It demands that 
school, childcare and health agencies 
function. 

But it goes beyond services, to eco¬ 
nomics and politics. The Survivors As¬ 
sembly also demands immediate debt 
relief, and hiring of local residents in 
the rebuilding effort. To facilitate this, 
they insist that FEMA and Red Cross 
make their information on survivors 
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Katrina survivors and supporters march in New Orleans Dec. 10. 
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Getting Americans mired in debt: Capitalist con game 


Continued from page 3 

Warren. The financial industry is happy to lead them on. And 
Congress, too, has been happy to oblige, pulling a good part 
of the bankruptcy rug out from under those who need it most. 

Warren once addressed senior executives at Citibank, the 
country’s largest credit-card issuer, suggesting that they sim¬ 
ply stop lending to people in financial trouble. When she fin¬ 
ished, the big boss rose. “We appreciate your presentation,” 
he said. “We really do. But we have no interest in cutting 
back on our lending to these people. They are the ones who 
provide most of our profits.” 

Does the image of a drug dealer come to mind? Under the 
new bankruptcy law, people like you may be forced to pay 
off all debt, pyramiding late-fee after late-fee, until you die. 
It’s a major transfer of wealth from everyday Americans to 
the corporate capitalists, says Warren. 

But why would capitalist America do that? Simply out of 
greed? True, the iron law of capitalism is to maximize profits. 
Eat or be eaten. But that’s not the whole answer. Today’s 
technology replaces labor with computer-driven machines. 
Yet labor alone creates profit. So it’s harder and harder for 


capitalists to make a profit by actually producing anything. 

Instead, economists today talk about “excess liquidity 
sloshing around the world” (that’s money) in search of some¬ 
thing, anything to invest in. So, is it a surprise that corporate 
America is sucking every last penny out of our pockets, drag¬ 
ging the American Dream in the dust? 

As a solution, Warren suggests re-instating the bankruptcy 
laws, re-instating limits on the rates that banks can charge for 
loans and credit cards, re-instating downpayment require¬ 
ments for mortgages, so that housing prices will drop, month¬ 
ly mortgage payments with them. 

All good ideas, if they were feasible. But in today’s 
changed world, they are not. We can’t go back. Instead, 
everyday, working-class America must learn that its terrible 
debt is not a family-by-family failing but the failure of the 
capitalist system. 

And, as victims of this failure, the responsible thing to do, 
indeed the necessary thing to do , is to abolish the system and 
replace it with something that works. 


public, so families can be reunited, and 
have access to the jobs and services 
they deserve. They demand a public ac¬ 
counting of the $50 billion in FEMA 
funds, and all other relief monies. And 
to ensure all this: “We also demand that 
those most affected by Hurricane Katri¬ 
na be part of every stage of the planning 
process.” 

Not only is this a great program for the 
Gulf Coast, it sums up what all Ameri¬ 
cans need and should demand from their 
government. Maybe future history will 
record how the struggle to win these de¬ 
mands in the Gulf Coast served as a na¬ 
tional rallying point for everyone fighting 
against poverty and a government that 
listens only to the billionaire class. 

Already, the survivors movement is 
winning some battles. Just before the 
Assembly gathered, a local court halted 
all evictions in New Orleans until land¬ 
lords checked with FEMA to locate dis¬ 
placed renters. And right after the 
march, FEMA agreed to postpone its 
December deadline for ending the hotel 
vouchers of thousands of people. 

The fight against evictions will go 
on. In the meantime, we must spread 
the word about the Assembly through¬ 
out the country, and help with events 
during the Martin Luther King, Jr. holi¬ 
day to keep up the pressure. 

You can contact the 
Survivors Assembly at: 
www.communitylaborunited.net, 
or info @ communitylaborunited 
1-888-310-PHRF 



A message for George Bush from 
Katrina survivors. 
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CITY TRIES TO DRIVE OUT POOR 

Where is 
Atlanta’s soul? 



Marchers against homelessness in Atlanta used crosses to symbolize the 
homeless dead. photo/john slaughter 


BY ANITA BEATY 


The latest and most diabolical effort 
to cleanse Atlanta of visibly poor and 
homeless people is brought to us by 
many of the same people who created 
the Mayor’s Homeless Commission. 
The marketing of this economic and 
racial cleansing proposal depends on the 
fear and prejudice of people who do not 
yet understand poverty and homeless¬ 
ness: to them, anyone appearing on the 
streets must need police intervention be¬ 
cause surely there are services enough 
for all who want them. We want people 
to know that for every one person ask¬ 
ing for shelter and a good job and health 
care and treatment, there are thousands 
more behind them who do not get what 
they ask for because this city is CLOS¬ 
ING shelters and housing and opening 
jails. The city is now rounding up peo¬ 
ple and forcing them through a “gate¬ 
way” that leads nowhere. 

Rather than spending money on cre¬ 
ating programs to help all of us in this 
city understand the needs of poor and 
homeless people, and rather than decid¬ 
ing together to include the excluded 
people — to house and employ and 
treat all people with respect and delight, 
rather than being the “blessed commu¬ 
nity,” these downtown officials and 
leaders are willing to spend millions of 
dollars to incarcerate, to belittle, to sep¬ 
arate and further exclude our sisters and 
brothers. And they are in a frantic hurry 
to get this done. 

Why, we ask, are they willing to rush 
to incarcerate and criminalize, continu¬ 
ing the draconian policies and practices 


that a Federal judge ordered them to 
cease using? What was coming down¬ 
town that required getting rid of people 
with real needs and real value? What 
kind of city are we to sitting by and al¬ 
lowing these fear mongers to create? 
One where all of us live, work, play, 
create together, and brush up against 
people different from us, and say “hi 
there”? Or one where we call the near¬ 
est policeperson and report that man 
over there who looks kinda scary? 

We ask why the city officials and 
leaders would continue this policy that 
began with slavery and continues breed¬ 
ing fear and loathing? Why would they 
incarcerate rather than house? Why 
would they be willing to continue spend¬ 
ing millions on building jails instead of 
building housing? Why would they use 
fear to sell their plans and policies? 

They know by now that homeless¬ 
ness is the result of unrestrained greed 
and policies that support that greed. 
They know by now that everyone who 
is homeless was once housed and has 
the right to be housed again - amongst 
us. They know by now that sick people 
whose housing is withheld will become 
sicker and need more and more care. 
They know by now that demonizing a 
group of people only serves the inter¬ 
ests of the people in control and those 
who are protected. As a minister friend 
of ours once said, “There aren’t enough 
fences and gated communities to pro¬ 
tect us from ‘them.’ ” 

The most frightening aspect of all of 
this legislation and policy making is 
that the authors of the ‘Vagrant Free 
Zone’ do not want to see community 


grow toward being an inclusive and cel¬ 
ebratory community, where people who 
don’t look or think alike actually enjoy 
a bustling downtown, with lots of ven¬ 
dors and sidewalk activity. Or a com¬ 
munity with colorful street festivals and 
crowds jostling for seats at bright, 
funky sidewalk cafes. 

That is the vision for a downtown At¬ 
lanta that we hold dear. That is the vi¬ 
sion of the blessed community - a 
community where everyone works for a 
livable wage and gets the health care 
s/he needs or wants, and has the time to 
enjoy life and friends and family, and 
create meaningful relationships that 


produce a city too busy and happy to 
hate. That, believe it or not, is the vision 
for Peachtree-Pine. 

Instead, the fear mongering, created 
and instilled by City Officials and their 
policies, produces suspicion and unhap¬ 
piness and prejudice that in turn produce 
exclusion and deprivation and some¬ 
times violence bred of desperation. 

COME AND LET US REASON 
TOGETHER AND SERVE EACH 
OTHER IN PEACE AND DELIGHT. 

The author is executive director of 
the Metro Atlanta Task Force for the 
Homeless. 


The ‘Poor Child 
Left Behind Act’ 

BY CLEVE AND TIFINIE BOWIE 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The Bush Administra¬ 
tion’s “No Child Left Behind Act” should be called 
“The Poor Child Left Behind Act.” The reason is, 
here in Birmingham, the education system is ranked 
at the bottom of the nation’s list. Birmingham City 
Schools have dealt with huge losses such as short¬ 
ages of teachers and bus drivers, shortages of text¬ 
books and supplies, and most of all lack of funding 
which has diminished the quality of education. 

The children in these schools, and in others like 
them, are getting an inferior education and are be¬ 
ing set-up by Bush and the government for failure. 
Bush doesn’t care about poor children or poor adults 
for that matter. The only people who receive a qual¬ 
ity education are the people that can afford it; all the 
while the city loses out on students, workers, and 


the lack of funding for education. It’s been said that 
the funding is there for education, but when asked 
to provide funds for field trips and supplies, there’s 
always a discrepancy. Meanwhile, every time you 
look at the news, they’re cutting school funding for 
“more important things” like a stadium. A stadium 
is so much more important than the quality of life 
for future citizens, right? 

It’s time for us to start standing up for the under- 
educated, the underprivileged, the underpaid, and 
the overlooked citizens of America. These children 
feel hopeless and left out, and are starting to feel no 
need for school because the school system provides 
no means for them, leaving hundreds and thousands 
of students to be labeled as drop-outs. 

The environment and atmosphere in which they 
learn is unhealthy, dirty, and insufficient to sustain 
normal mental growth and development. It is up to 
the government and our president to change this. If 
they can not see it, it’s up to us to make them see it. 

We believe that the “No Child Left Behind Act” 
is just another ploy to educate the rich and wealthy, 
and at the same time leave poor underprivileged mi¬ 


norities and poor whites to fend for themselves. 
Let’s face it: 90% or more of America’s elite would¬ 
n’t be caught dead as a “drop-out” let alone a victim 
of public schooling. Why? Because they know that 
the public school systems have become a spider web 
of failure. 

We know first hand how the system works, be¬ 
cause we’re both products and victims of the Birm¬ 
ingham City School System. We’ve seen for 
ourselves the sewage overflow from the bathroom 
commodes, the ceiling leaking into trash cans when 
it rains, taped up textbooks and pages, and sharing 
textbooks with up to four people while still trying to 
manage getting homework done in class. Then to 
add insult to injury, being forced to be “standard¬ 
ized” by taking biased mandated tests. With that be¬ 
ing said, we urge you to make a difference in the 
public school systems near you. Call your city and 
state leaders and ask them what does the plan do to 
help. Fight for America’s step-children, so we may 
one day honestly be able to look at our children and 
say no one, absolutely no one, was left behind. 
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Tennessee health care cuts amount to murder 


Pre-meditated 
murder is what 
many are calling 
health care cuts 
in Tennessee. 

A battle is unfolding in Tennessee to 
reverse the cuts to TennCare, the state’s 
Medicaid program for 1.3 million adults 
and children, and, ultimately, to stop the 
destruction of social health care pro¬ 
grams in this country. The governor an¬ 
nounced his plans to “reform” 
TennCare in January 2004. The actual 
cuts started in July 2005 and are contin¬ 
uing. 

The People’s Tribune recently inter¬ 
viewed Lori Smith, a Medicaid recipi¬ 
ent and member of the Poor People’s 
Economic Human Rights Campaign 
from Tennessee. She has MS and Lupus 
and has been cut off Medicaid. She is 
helping to spearhead protest activities. 

People’s Tribune: What has been 
the impact on people? 

Lori Smith: The impact has been 
horrific. The sickest people have been 
cut. Those who remain on the program 
— many of whom are very sick and/or 
disabled — are now limited to only 5 
prescriptions a month and 12 doctor 


visits per year. People have been losing 
their jobs, their homes and going bank¬ 
rupt. And many people are dying. One 
chronically ill man committed suicide 
so he wouldn’t have to be a “burden” to 
his wife and children. The suffering is 
beyond comprehension. And we must 
not overlook the negative impact these 
cuts are having on the economy, includ¬ 
ing hospitals and clinics. People work¬ 
ing to reverse these cuts include 
TennCare enrollees/disenrollees, con¬ 
cerned citizens and many advocacy 
groups throughout the state. 

PT: Why are these cuts being made? 

LS: There is a health care crisis in 
this country and people are waking up 
to this fact. And the gap between rich 
and poor is getting wider. The for-prof¬ 
it health care industry and the politi¬ 
cians who are beholden to it know there 
is growing support for national health 
care that would cover everyone. This is 
a threat to their profits and power and 
they will do anything to protect their in¬ 
terests. 

Gov. Bredesen is a self-made mil¬ 
lionaire from the HMO industry. He as¬ 
pires for a higher political office, 
perhaps the presidency, and believes in 
for-profit health care and the free mar¬ 
ket. And, he wants to “reform” the en¬ 
tire nation’s Medicaid program. He is 
using the TennCare issue as a platform 
for political gain. He created an artifi¬ 


cial crisis and said that TennCare and 
the state budget were in worse condi¬ 
tion than they actually were. He 
planned to “front load” the cuts in 2005 
and “add back” in 2006, just prior to the 
gubernatorial elections. He refused to 
allow for any cost saving alternatives to 
be considered. This information was 
found in documents turned over by the 
state, when they were sued for failing to 
provide requested information to re¬ 
porters and legislators. It’s been a very 
sophisticated and well-thought out plan. 
Pre-meditated murder is what many are 
calling it. 

If he can make it look like he “fixed 
the TennCare “crisis” then he will be 
heralded as a health care guru who can 
fix our broken health care system, 
which postures him for a presidential 
candidate and/or a leader for health care 
reform in this country. I predict he will 
use TennCare as a platform to aggres¬ 
sively push the for-profit HMO indus¬ 
try’s agenda by promoting “consumer 
driven” programs such as Health Sav¬ 
ing Accounts as an alternative for the 
uninsured population. This is not a so¬ 
lution for the working poor or even for 
the middle class. It’s a “profits before 
people” philosophy. 

PT: What are the people fighting this 
trying to achieve and what strategies are 
you using? 

LS: First, we are trying to restore the 


cuts that have been implemented. Sec¬ 
ond, we are working for “reform” that 
doesn’t harm. Third, we want health in- 
surance/access to health care for every¬ 
one. We’ve been fighting on many 
fronts employing different strategies. 
We have been lobbying legislators, de¬ 
veloping cost-saving and safe reform 
proposals, holding town hall meetings 
throughout the state, conducting peti¬ 
tion drives, writing letters to the editors, 
getting personal stories in the media, 
holding rallies and using direct action 
on occasion. In June, a group of en- 
rollees and concerned citizens occupied 
the Governor’s office demanding a stop 
to the cuts. The “sit-in” is the longest in 
US history, lasting nearly 77 days and 
nights. 

The TennCare cuts are the largest and 
most drastic in the history of the United 
States. We knew that whatever hap¬ 
pened in Tennessee would be trendset¬ 
ting for the rest of the country. We are 
now seeing deep cuts being proposed in 
other states. 

I believe we can save TennCare if we 
continue to build a grassroots move¬ 
ment and unite to work for change. But 
it won’t be easy and it will get worse 
before it gets better. This goes much 
deeper than Tennessee politics. We’re 
up against one of the largest, most pow¬ 
erful and most politically influential in¬ 
dustries in the world: The for-profit 
health care industry. 



Donating blood for money. Ironically, the same system that forces us to trade blood for money also deprives us of health care. 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries to debate 
why a cooperative society is a practical solution to 
the problems people are fighting out. We welcome 
your thoughts about the articles we are running and 
we welcome your articles. You can view all articles 
at http://www.lrna.org/speakers/vision.html. 

E-mail sandy@lrna.org or write: People's Tribune, 
P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 

A vision of a 
truly healthy society 

BY SALVADOR SANDOVAL, MD 


It used to be said that “if you’ve got your health, 
you’ve got everything.” As we take stock of the re¬ 
cent past, we’ve got to ask ourselves if that is really 
true anymore. Does the healthy young college student 
who just graduated and can’t find a job have every¬ 
thing? Or is the reasonably healthy laid off factory 
worker fortunate? Is the young mother who’s family 
survived Katrina but lost everything else happy? Is the 
young war veteran who survived Iraq without being 
killed, healthy? What about the young person who 
dropped out of school, but landed a job at the fast food 
restaurant? Or the middle aged woman who survived 
breast cancer, surgery, chemotherapy, radiation, and is 
now bankrupt? 

We live in an age of growing contradictions. We are 
living longer, but we are worried to death about not 



having the economic resources for a major illness or 
the infirmities of old age. This is true for the insured 
as well as for the uninsured. The recent General Mo¬ 
tors cutbacks on employee and retiree health benefits, 
a trend setter for other organized labor negotiations, 
attests to that. Technological marvels abound. We are 
on the brink of mapping the human genome, with its 
promise of finding cures for many scourges of 
mankind, yet we can’t find enough vaccines to protect 
against the flu, let alone bird flu. Many are being 


priced out of health care at precisely the time that 
health care’s promise appears so alluring. 

The World Health Organization defines health as: “a 
state of complete physical, mental and social well 
being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.” 
By that definition we are not healthy; we are a sick na¬ 
tion. Few go untouched by the insecurity and worries 
of losing their job or health benefits. The uninsured 
live 8 years less. Drug addiction, alcoholism, domestic 
violence, youth violence all are symptoms of a society 
gone astray. Resources to help people are squandered 
on endless war abroad. Domestically, suspicions and 
divisions are aroused and fomented. Meanwhile the 
number of uninsured passes 45 million in this country, 
and shows little sign of easing. 

We are at a fork in the road. We can continue down 
our present path, one where health care is sold to the 
highest bidder, and crumbs or nothing else fall to 
those lower on the economic ladder. This path leads to 
further alienation from one another. Or we can travel 
the other path. 

Our Native American brothers and sisters celebrate 
the sacredness of life. They stress the interconnected¬ 
ness of all living things and the earth. We have nearly 
traveled full circle. With the technological advances 
of science and guided by the vision of a cooperative 
society where no one goes without health care and the 
basic necessities of life, we can complete the circle. 

Tribal elders speak of visions where they can see 
clearly the relations of things and the path ahead. My 
vision is for such a just and cooperative society. I in¬ 
vite others to share in and expand this vision. Only by 
developing our joint vision can we hope to sustain 
ourselves for the long and hard road that lies ahead. 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

http://www.speakersforanewamerica.com 
800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

Our speakers are in the forefront of the fight for a better world. Our speakers 
bring a message of hope and the possibility of creating a new society whose 
wealth benefits all. 

BOOK SPEAKERS NOW FOR: 

African American History Month (February) 

Women’s History Month (March) 

Earth Day (April) 

Latino Heritage Month and Labor Day (May) 

Indigenous People’s Day (October) 

Homeless Awareness Week (November) 

OTHER THEMES: 

Speakers for a World Without Poverty * Women for a New America * Katrina Speakers * Religious 
Speakers for a New America * Justice Tour : Voices from the Rust Belt * Taking over the Energy 
Corporations * Lrom Racial Division to Class Unity AND MORE 

AUTHORS FOR A NEW AMERICA 

Luis Rodriguez: “Always Running” and “Music of the Mill” 

Nelson Peery: “Black Fire: The Making of an American Revolutionary” and “The Future is Up to Us” 

Laura Garcia: “Who is Killing the Women of Juarez” 

William J. Watkins: “Black Protest, Thought & Education” 

Jack Hirschman: “Front Lines” a collection of 50 years of poetry 

...AND MORE 
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WANTED: 

Millions of cultural visionaries 


BY THE LOS ANGELES CULTURE COMMITTEE OF THE 
LEAGUE OF REVOLUTIONARIES FOR A NEW AMERICA 


Culture is everywhere in America. It flows from both the suburbs and the 
ghettos, the rural areas and the big cities. Poets and painters, musicians and 
writers, photographers and filmmakers can be found in almost every apart¬ 
ment building and every school, in jails and in churches, in union halls and 
in offices. 

The work of these artists may be personal, it may be political, or it may 
be both. It all can play a 
role in the transformation 
of society. We realize that 
we live in a vicious dog- 
eat-dog capitalist society 
and that this impacts the 
thinking of artists in two 
ways. On the one hand, it 
inspires us to dream of 
something better and to 
convey that dream to our 
audience. On the other 
hand, we are all in com¬ 
petition with each other 
for gigs, for grants, for 
day jobs. The division 
this creates is often reflected in our creations as well. Nothing can be pure 
when we live in such an impure system, a system which encourages us to 
fight each other over the bare necessities of survival. 

We propose to meet America’s millions of artists more than halfway, to 
engage them wherever and however they stand and create. We are confi¬ 
dent we can unite around one principle, one possibility, one vision—the 
creation of a peaceful, prosperous world for all artists and for all of human¬ 
ity. We know this is possible. We already have the capability to guarantee 
the basis for the full creativity of every human being: Abundant food, shel¬ 
ter, medical care, and education, not to mention 24 hour a day access to all 
the tools anyone needs to produce music, art, or literature. 

Culture has the power to bring this vision into every nook and cranny of 
the country, unleashing the forces that will be decisive in the battle to bring 
about a new America. Culture can draw crowds, spread new ideas, connect 
up struggles ranging from health care to police brutality. Culture can help 
to raise money for the further spread of new ideas. Culture raises morale 
through the joy it spreads and in all the ways it lets people know they are 
not alone. 

Every kind of music, every kind of writing, every kind of visual art can 
and should be a part of this process. We hear, ever more loudly, future gen¬ 
erations crying out to us to put aside our differences, to step forward to 
save humanity before it is too late. 

Contact us at musicrev3@aol.com. 


Culture can draw crowds, spread 
new ideas, connect up struggles 
ranging from health care to police 
brutality. Culture can help to raise 
money for the further spread of 
new ideas. Culture raises morale 
through the joy it spreads and in 
all the ways it lets people know they 
are not alone. 


TUNE IN TO PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE RADIO 

People’s Tribune Radio is the monthly half hour news magazine that brings the voices of the 
people to the airwaves. Tune in to hear some of the most provocative stories, interviews, and 
ideas available on radio, podcast, or online streaming. On the web at www.ptr.org 

Contact 1-800-691-6888 or e-mail ptradio4@hotmail.com to get copies for 
your local radio station. 


The House of the Setting Sun 

“become a rag again and the poorest may wave you” 
— Pier Paolo Pasolini, “To the Red Flag” 

I put my mouth to your misery, New Orleans, 
inundated and soaking with death. 

Here lies: war lies piled so high, this floating 

prison of a cemetery cries out of rage 

at the end of its breath. Here, in the last delta, 

Desire lies on its side, is rolled, and rolled 

over upon by its own government, and crushed. 
Summertime is over and the livin’ is dead, 
and ‘round midnight all hopes are looted. 

No one will come clean of the Katrina 
of New Orleans in this sinking 
House of the Setting Sun. 

Bodies so black and so blue from loving 
what wouldn’t spit on their shoes if they 
needed a shine. Let alone a dime. Or water. 

America, you were always scorched earth 
in our mouths, always a baptism of crap, 
always a rain of disaster streaming 

down the panes of our broken eyes. 

Now our rags are the most torn, 

our jazz the most blue, our poor the poorest 

that can be worn in the soul’s thrift-shop. 

Now that all is lost and there’s only nothing 
to lose...’’Long live the courage 

and the sorrow and the innocence of the poor!” 

The real flag’s in tatters. 

Begin to wave it. 

—Jack Hirschman 
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DELPHI CONTINUES TO PLAY HARDBALL 

Corporations seek common ground 
to maintain global supremacy 


BY CLAIRE MCCLINTON 
LABOR LEADER AND ACTIVIST 
IN FLINT, MICHIGAN 



The two parties were in intense negotiations hoping to 
avoid a costly strike. Consequently, the company has with¬ 
drawn the contract proposals that angered the union mem¬ 
bers. Delphi Corporation in talks with the UAW?? No, 
believe it or not, it’s Delphi and GM who are talking. 

In fact, the nation’s largest auto supplier has only met 
with the UAW twice since they filed for bankruptcy in 
October. This scenario is just another twist in Steve 
“Terminator” Miller’s quest to destroy the middle class 
way of life as we know it. Knowing that a strike was all 
but inevitable, the Delphi CEO used the threat to his ad¬ 
vantage declaring that “If strikes were to occur, the princi¬ 
pal impact would be not so much Delphi but General 
Motors...” (Delphi is GMs’ major supplier in North Amer¬ 
ica and a strike at Delphi would shut them down in as little 
as 48 hours. However, most Delphi parts servicing Toy¬ 
ota’s North American operations are made in Mexico). 

For their part, GM is hardly situated to do anything but 
try to appease the situation. Recently, they were even fur¬ 
ther downrated to Junk Bond status (it’s lowest since 
1952). This despite CEO Robert Wagner feverishly work¬ 
ing to appease the markets with initiatives such as securing 
health care concessions from the UAW and announcing 
30,000 new layoffs and plant closings. They continue to 
lose market share and one of GM’s biggest shareholders 
just sold off 12 million shares of stock. Some analysts are 
talking about the possibility of a GM bankruptcy. 

The GM-Delphi talks have garnered some relief for the world’s largest automaker. Besides withdraw¬ 
ing the Draconian contract proposals, Delphi has postponed the court date where they were seeking to 
void the union contracts. The date has been pushed back twice now. Originally, the date was December 
15 — now it has been moved to February 17. Still a strike is not out of the question, given the militancy 
of the workers, and both GM and Delphi continue to stockpile parts at some of their plants. 


While auto workers are being laid off, 
Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm addresses 
the media and workers at Impco 
Manufacturing prior to signing legislation 
that will provide $600 million in tax cuts 
to the state’s manufacturers. She is flanked 
by labor leaders and Democratic state 
representatives. photo/daymonjhartley.com 



Resistance must not 
cool down 


BY CLAIRE MCCLINTON 
LABOR LEADER AND ACTIVIST 
IN FLINT, MICHIGAN 


While launching a campaign to keep Delphi in 
Youngstown, Ohio, the vice chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce there was on to something 
when he said, “This is not a normal labor-manage¬ 
ment tiff.” This is about survival — the survival of 
a way of life. It’s about a social contract that is be¬ 
ing swept away by the social forces of a new glob¬ 


al economy — one based on technology and the 
cheapest labor possible. It is not exaggerating to 
say that the hardworking union members at Delphi 
face a challenge of historic proportions. With 
heavy hitters the likes of GM and Delphi, no one 
will be untouched if they have their way with us. 

Resistance to these outrageous demands and 
plans has taken on a number of forms. There has 
been informational picketing in front of Delphi 
plants all over the country. There have been can¬ 
dlelight vigils and rallies. Massive grassroots 
meetings around the country have resulted in the 
formation of a rank and file group called Soldiers 
of Solidarity (SOS). Tactics and strategies are dis¬ 
cussed at the meetings including “Work To Rule.” 
Workers are briefed on how to work in their own 
self interest right on the plant floors doing just the 
minimum of work, as well as on how to protect 
their jobs. SOS is calling for a picket at the North 


American Auto Show in Detroit, Michigan, on 
January 8, 2006. SOS is made up primarily of 
Delphi workers and seeks to foster participation 
from the community at large. 

Another sign of growing awareness happened at 
Ford where the vote to cut retirees’ health care 
barely passed. A retiree from GM has already filed 
suit in Federal Court protesting the health care cuts. 
Mobilizing® Delphi Coalition, a group endorsed 
by the union leadership, was formed to bring all 
Dephi unions together. There is a petition drive un¬ 
der way urging that the state and federal legisla¬ 
tures step up and put a stop to the Delphi attacks. 

Our future and the future of the good life that 
we want for ourselves and our families is of no 
consequence to the Delphis and GMs of this 
world. We live in a world today that shows us that 
“what’s good for GM is absolutely not good for 
the worker.” 
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Tookie’s spirit still lives 





At left, some of those who attended a vigil outside the prison where Tookie 
Williams was executed. 

PHOTOS/MIKERHODES@COMCAST.NET 


ant stare. This is public assassination. The state of 
California killing him is a wake-up call for Black peo¬ 
ple. African Americans need to understand that no 
matter if you have on blue jeans or a blue suit you are 
still a Negro in America’s eye sight. I know for a fact 
that the police department and District Attorney can 
make up and plant things on people to get an easy 
conviction. 

Rev. F. D. Harris Jr., President 
National Action Network 
www.nancal.org 
www.nationalactionnetwork.net 

Tookie was a victim of class law in a war that is be¬ 
ing waged with ever-greater ferocity. The same day 
[as the execution] the U.S. House drastically cut so¬ 
cial programs because they needed to fund the so- 
called “War on Terror.” The week before they passed a 
$94 billion tax cut for the rich. 

Tookie compounded his crime by daring to write 
his views in children’s books. He dared to say that the 
road ahead cannot be based on negativity, self-de¬ 
struction and using violence for self promotion. His 
crime was being a teacher to the poor and dispos¬ 
sessed. His execution was an attack on the people he 
was speaking to. It was a statement that they don’t 
matter. 

Steve Miller, Educator 


FILE PHOTO 


I am confident enough to say to all 
of you today that if the death penalty 
is objectively investigated, it will be 
exposed for what it is — a racist, 
inhumane and disproportionately 
allocated system used primarily for 
poor people. I don’t know about any 
of you, but personally, I can’t name 
one millionaire or billionaire on 
death row. Can you? 

Stanley Tookie Williams 


The execution of Stanley Tookie Williams on De¬ 
cember 13 at Californian’s San Quentin prison was 
the occasion for a worldwide display of opposition to 
the death penalty. Over 2000 people held a vigil out¬ 
side the prison gates to protest Williams’ execution. In 
the weeks prior to the execution, tens of thousands 
had signed petitions urging Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to grant Williams clemency. 

Williams struggle for redemption epitomizes the 
burning spirit of resistance that is arising among the 
ranks of the poor. From his arrest in 1979 to the hour 
of his execution, Williams steadfastly maintained that 
he was innocent. Despite his rejection of gangs and 
gang life, he refused to turn “snitch”against those still 
trapped in gang life. 

Below we print excerpts from the statements of 

some who under¬ 
stand and vividly 
portray the impor¬ 
tance of Williams’ 
contribution to the 
struggle for a better 
world. Stanley 
Tookie Williams is 
dead, but not his 
spirit. 


People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


We’re either in the 
life business or the 
killing business. Vio¬ 
lence is the closing of 
our imaginations. 

Tookie could have 
taught our kids there’s 
another way to imag¬ 
ine life, even if you’ve 
done terrible things. 

That even in prison, 
you can do some good 
(we have enough of 
our brothers and sis¬ 
ters in prison, wasting 
away. Let them do 
some good). 

Remember, he was the one leading Crip who turned 
against the gang life. Far more who continue the gang 
life from behind prison bars are still at it, doing dam¬ 
age as we speak. Nobody is stopping them. But even 
if we could, we can’t kill them all (nor do I advocate 
we do that — many of them are also capable of help¬ 
ing our youngsters). 

Luis RodrigueZy Writer 


Is Brother Tookie Williams better off dead or alive? 
Mr. Williams rehabilitated himself while incarcerated 
in 1979. He published children’s books and educated 
young men and women on the importance of why not 
to join a gang. The execution is a 
wake up call to the nation. Mr. 
Williams was a positive Black 
leader who could have made a 
big difference in the world. No 
elected official has come up with 
an effective way of dealing with 
the gang problem other than 
throwing our young men and 
women in prison! Mr. Williams 
could have been an asset to our 
community. 

The media depicted Mr. 
Williams in his early prison days 
with bulging muscles and a defi- 


Maureen D. Taylor (right), grassroots candidate for 
Detroit City Council, and Marian Kramer, co-president 
of the National Welfare Rights Union, at a celebration 
of the grassroots campaign’s defeat of Detroit City 
Clerk Jackie Currie. The corrupt way that Currie has 
overseen the election process in Detroit has deprived 
Detroit residents of their democratic rights. 

PHOTO/DAYMON JHARTLEY.COM 



JANUARY 2006 • PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 1 1 















BOYCOTT WHIRLPOOL PRODUCTS! 

Stop job outsourcing and community neglect by Whirlpool Corporation! 



Rev. Pinkney. 


Boycott Whirlpool! Defend Our Leaders! 

• March 11, 2006 — Come to the Benton Harbor Rally against 
Whirlpool at High Noon at the Benton Harbor (Michigan) 
Library. 

• March 15, 2006 — Come to Berrien County Courthouse at 
811 Port Street, St Joseph, Mich., at 8:30 a.m. to support 
Rev. Edward Pinkney, who is on trial for his defense of the 
Benton Harbor community against Whirlpool. 


BY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 

Whirlpool Corporation, the world’s 
largest manufacturer of household ap¬ 
pliances, has its corporate headquarters 
in Benton Harbor, Michigan. It is a 
multibillion dollar corporation. Whirlpool 
has not given a substantial number of 
jobs to the predominantly Black and 
poor community of Benton Harbor. It 
has outsourced jobs while at the same 
time benefiting from tax breaks and fa¬ 
vorable land deals, profiting from the 
dire situation of the local population. 
Benton Harbor is a company town and 
Whirlpool wields strong influence over 
the local economy, the political govern¬ 
ment, and the judicial system. 

Black people in Benton Harbor are 
desperately poor. Seventy percent are 
unemployed, 90 percent live below the 
poverty level, and the city is 96 percent 
Black. Meanwhile, the neighboring city 
of St. Joseph is predominantly white 
and prosperous, with 2 percent unem¬ 
ployment and average incomes of 
$44,000 per household. In Benton Har¬ 
bor, there is a long history of police bru¬ 
tality against the Black population, as 
well as misconduct by the prosecution 
office and local law enforcement offi¬ 
cials. Residents of the city have been 
made scapegoats for economic and so¬ 
cial conditions beyond their control. 
They have been subjected to discrimi¬ 
natory practices and procedures by lo¬ 
cal police agencies and judicial officials 
who cover up for the excessive use of 
force and racial profiling. 

Whirlpool created a phony civil group 
called the Committee for World Class 
Communities which many people in 
Benton Harbor recognize. The group has 
done nothing to reduce poverty in Ben¬ 
ton Harbor, nor has it provided any tan¬ 
gible resources for the community. The 
committee does not advocate sharing po¬ 
litical power nor major reinvestment in 
the Black community. In fact, Whirlpool 
is the hidden economic base of the racist 
government in Berrien County. 


For example, Fred Upton — an heir 
to the Whirlpool Corporation founder 
— has served in the U.S. Congress 
since 1986 as a Newt Gingrich Republi¬ 
can, dismantling the social gains of the 
1960s civil rights movement. Upton re¬ 
sides in St. Joseph and is part of its 
power base. Whirlpool money put him 


in power and has kept him in office for 
the last eight Congressional terms. Al¬ 
though the Congressional district Upton 
supposedly serves covers both Benton 
Harbor and St. Joseph, it is the city of 
St. Joseph which has benefited from his 
years in Congress. He has secured mil¬ 
lions of dollars in block grants, federal 
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loans and contracts, state community 
and economic grants, and other funding 
for the St. Joseph community, while ob¬ 
taining virtually no support by compar¬ 
ison for Benton Harbor’s Black and 
poor residents. 

We are calling for a worldwide boy¬ 
cott of Whirlpool. We ask you not to 
buy Whirlpool, Maytag, Kitchen Aid, 
or other subsidiary products because 
Whirlpool is clearly subsidizing racism 
and poverty in Berrien County. 

For a listing of Whirlpool’s entire 
products line, please go to its website at 
http://www.whirlpoolcorp.com/products. 
STOP THE JOB OUTSOURCING 
AND COMMUNITY NEGLECT BY 
WHIRLPOOL CORPORATION. 
BOYCOTT ALL WHIRLPOOL 
PRODUCTS! 

For further information about how you 
can support this campaign please con¬ 
tact: Rev. Edward Pinkney, BANCO 
(Black Autonomy Network Commu¬ 
nity Organization), 1940 Union St., 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 49022 
E-mail: banco9342@sbcglobal.net 
Tel: 269-925-0001 
www.bhbanco.blogspot.com 


From the Editors 

We either take over the corporations 
and run them in the interests of 
the nation or they’ll continue to 
steal us blind. The boycott against 
Whirlpool is part of the struggle to 
create a new cooperative America 
that cares about people, not the 
profits of the few. 
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